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Davidson Academy Governing Board (page 2) 

E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Meeting of July 30, 2020 (for possible action) TAB 1

F. REPORTS*

1. ACADEMY DIRECTOR*
a. General Program Updates

2. DIRECTOR OF ONLINE LEARNING*
a. General Program Updates

3. MEDIA AND OUTREACH*

TABS 2 -7 

TABS 

TABS 

G. GENERAL BUSINESS (for possible action)

1. VICE PRESIDENT AND CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER
a. Presentation of independent auditor's report for the fiscal year ended

June 30, 2020 (for possible action) TABS 10-11

H. PUBLIC COMMENTS*

The public may comment on any subject that is not on the agenda that is
pertinent to the Davidson Academy. Each speaker will be limited to three
minutes. Public comment relating to an agenda item will be taken during
discussion of that item. Comment will be limited to three minutes, but speaking
time may be reduced at the discretion of the chair of the meeting, if there are a
large number of speakers on a given subject. No comments will be restricted
based upon viewpoint.

I. ADJOURNMENT (for possible action)

Next Meeting Date for 2020

• November 9, 2020

CERTIFICATE OF POSTING OF THIS AGENDA 

I hereby certify that In accordance with NRS 241.020, on or before Wednesday Sept 16, at 9:00 a.m., a copy of this agenda was 
delivered to the post office used by the Davidson Academy addressed to each person who has requested to receive copies of 
Davidson Academy Governing Board meeting agendas; a copy of this agenda was emailed to each person who agreed to receive 
copies of Davidson Academy Governing Board meeting agendas by electronic mail; and a copy has been posted online at 
Notice.NV.gov and at the Academy's website (http://www.DavidsonAcademy.UNR.edu/). Physical posting has been suspended in 
accordance with Nevada Executive Department, Declaration of Emergency, Directive 006 (section 3). 

Phone: 775-682-5800 
Isl Holly Lorge' 
Clerk of the Board 
Email: hlorge@davidsonacademy.unr.edu 
Phone: 775-682-5800 

Governing Board: Bob Davidson, Roger Davidson, Hon. Brian Krolicki, Mark Herron, Lauralyn Lovell McCarthy 
Sandoval, Richard Trachok, and Annette Whittemore; Ex-Officio: Dr. Kristen McNeil/, Jhone 
Ebert, and Dr. Marc Johnson 

Note: The Governing Board may take items on the agenda out of order; combine two or more agenda items for consideration; remove 
an item from the agenda; or delay discussion relating to an item on the agenda. 





Minutes of the Meeting 

The Davidson Academy Governing Board 

July 30, 2020 

These minutes are not yet approved and are subject to revision at the next mee ing of. the 
Governing Board. 

Call to Order 

The regular meeting of the Governing Board was called to order at 2:02_p.m. Due t�,the 
current State of Emergency declared by the Governor because of the 60VID-t�, virus, 
and more specifically the Governor's Directive 006

1 
Section 1

1 
this puolic meeting was 

held via videoconference with no physical meeting locatiora. 

A. Roll Call

Roll call was completed by the Chair of the Meeti□g1 Beb Davidsorn. Bob Davidson, Roger 
Davidson, Mark Herron, Richard Trachok,A3rian KrolickJ, bauralyn McCarthy Sandoval, 
Patricia Richard in place of Marc Johnson,,and Kristen Mcf\leillwere present. Jhone Ebert 
and Annette Whittemore were not preseni.-,AcademyDirecior Colleen Harsin, the Director 
of Online Learning Stacy Hawthome 1 'Legar Counsef Ann Alexander, Technology 
Manager Ben Brown, and Gover:niRg 1Board eter.k August Reich were present. 

Bob Davidson welcorped''Board. members and members of the public in attendance. 

�,. 
There were AO:c'9mments from the public. 

' 
·"

Bob Davia�on requ�sted approval of the Agenda as submitted to the Board. Motion was 
·fri�ae·-ar.td. s�condea for approval of the meeting Agenda. There was no discussion and
the r.notion-car:d.!3a unanimously.

Bob pavidson requested approval of the minutes for the meeting of May 11, 2020, under 
Ta9t1 of the Board book. Motion was made and seconded for approval of the minutes as 
_submitted. There was no discussion and the motion carried unanimously. 
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L 

p
t Period· 

8:00-9:00 

2nd Period· 
9:05-10:05 

3rd Period 
10:10-11:10 

4th Period 
12:05-1:05 

2020-2021 Monday-Thursday Master Schedule (updated9/4/20)

Classes Teacher Preps 
ENGLISH Critical Reading and Writing (Al} Ian DeJong 

Composition and Analysis MS/HS (MJ) Daniel Ferrari 
Rhetoric and Literary Analysis (MW) Darren Ripley 

HISTORY Patterns in Ancient History MS (EC) Vickie Smith-Barrios 
History of the United States (JP) Erin Vienneau 
Understanding the Post 9/11 World (LG} Wei Xu 

MATH Geometry (DM) 
SCIENCE Physical Science MS/HS (BG) 

Physical Science MS/HS (EW} 
Biology (MB} 
Advanced Geosystems (JL) 

FOR LAN Spanish Fundamentals 1/11 (RM} 
ELECTIVES. Programming with Python II (KB) , 

ENGLISH Critical Reading and Writing MS (Al} Matt Jones 
Studies in American Literature (EV/IDJ} Rebecca Marin 
American Literature (MW) Vickie Smith-Barrios 

HISTORY Patterns in Ancient History MS (EC} Elizabeth Walenta 
Patterns in Modern History MS/HS (JP) 
Principles of American Government (LG) 

MATH Algebra "!I/Pre-Calculus (DM) 
Statistics (DF) 
Calculus I YR (DR) 

SCIENCE Physics (BG) 
Advanced Biology (MB) 

FOR LAN Chinese V/VI (WX) 
ELECTIVES Machine Learning/Al (KB) 

Thought Experimentation MS (JL) 
ENGLISH Composition and Analysis MS/HS (MJ) Martin Braik 

American Literature (MW) Kevin Brewer 
British Literature (IDJ) Ashley Ingle 
Advanced Rhetoric (VSB) Jon Lawhead 

HISTORY Patterns in Modern History MS/HS (EC} Diana Martin 
MATH . Pre-Calculus (DF) Jared Powell 

Calculus Ill YR (DR) Erin Vienneau 
SCIENCE Introduction to Biology MS (MF} 

Chemistry (EW) 
Advanced Physics (BG) 

FOR LAN Advanced Spanish 1/11 (RM) 
Chinese Ill/IV (WX) 

ELECTIVES · Art: Drawing/Painting (LG) 
College Seminar (Tuesdays only) (LP) 

ENGLISH Introduction to Composition MS (4-5*)(AI) . Kevin Brewer 
Introduction to Composition MS (4-5*)(MJ) Erin Cummings 
Rhetoric and Literary Analysis (MW) Brett Guisti 
British Literature (IDJ) Jon Lawhead 

HISTORY Principles of American Government (LG) Jared Powell 
MATH Algebra I MS (DF) Vickie Smith-Barrios 

Algebra II (DM) Erin Vienneau 











May 22, 2020 

Colleen Harsin 
Director 
Davidson Academy 
PO Box 9119 
Reno, Nevada 89507-9119 

Dear Colleen Harsin, 

7665 South Research Drive 888.413.3669 I 480.773.6900 

Tempe, AZ 85284 cognia.org 

Your institution was delayed for your Accreditation Engagement Review in 2019-20. This letter provides 
confirmation of your next Accreditation Engagement Review and the protocol that will be used. 

Davidson Academy 
2023-2024 - using new standards and protocol 

There will be no lapse with your accreditation. Your accreditation term will be extended through June 30, 
2024. A new accreditation certificate is enclosed that indicates your updated accreditation expiration date. 

The new Cognia Standards and Protocol will be available for you in early 2021, along with opportunities 
for training in the fall 2021. 

If you have any questions regarding this approval, please contact Susie Eisa, Senior Director, 
Accreditation Services at susie.eisa@cognia.org 

We continue to value our professional relationship with you, and we are eager to assist you on your 
accreditation and continuous improvement journey. 

Sincerely, 

��� 
Annette Bohling, J.D. 0-
Chief Global Accreditation Officer 





























" I NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSIDP CORPORATION 

1560 Shennan Avenue, Suite 200, Evanston, Illinois 60201-4897 (847) 866-5100 

SEMIFINALISTS IN THE 2021 
NATIONAL MERIT® SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

September 9, 202() Announcement 

Contact: Eileen Artemakis or Matthew Budreau 
Public Information 

Phone: (847) 866-5100 
Email: mediainfo@nmerit.net 
Website: www.nationalmerit.org 

Advance: For release on Wednesday, September 9, 2020 
Note to editors: Semifinalists.in your state are listed alphabetically by city and 
high school following this press release. 
This material is prepared solely for news media to announce t/ze mimes of 

Semifinalists; its use/or any other pllrpose is prohibited. 

Caution: Using numbers of Semifinalists to compare high schools, educational systems, or 
states.will result in erroneous conclusions. The National Merit® Scholarship Prqgram honors 
individual students who show exceptional academic ability and potential for success in rigorous 
college studies. The program does not measure the quality or effectiveness of education within 
a school, system, or state. For more information about the competition, please visit NMSC's 
website at www.nationalmerit.org. 

Semifinalists in the 2021 N�tional'Merit® Schoiarship Program 

(Evanston, Illinois) Today officials ofNational Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC) 
announced the names of approximately 16,000 Semifinalists in the 66th annual National Merit 
Scholarship Program. These academically talented.high school seniors have an opportunity to 
continue in the competition for some 7,600 National Merit Scholarships worth more than $30 
million that will be offered next spring. To be �onsidered for a Merit Scholarship® award, 
Semifinalists must fulfill several requirements to advance to the Finalist level of the competition. 
Over 90 percent of the Semifinalists are expected to attain Finalist standing, and more than half 
of the Finalists will wi� a National Merit Scholarship, earning the Merit Scholar®title. 

NMSC, a not-for-profit organization that operates without government assistance, was 
established in 195? specifically to conduct the annual National Merit Scholarship Program. 
Scholarships are underwritten by NMSC with its own funds and by approximately 400 business 
organizations and higher education institutions that share NMSC's goals of honoring the nation's 
scholastic champions and encouraging the pursuit of academic excellence. 

�more-
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2020-21 Enrollment 

Davidson Academy Online 

September 2020 

Board Report 

The map below shows where our students live. The states in blue are new this 

year. 

We enrolled 49 new students this year for a total online enrollment of 79 students. 

2017 21 

2018 34 

2019 46 
- ---- ---- . - -- . 

2020 79 

-

61.9% 

35.3% 
---- -·----- ·-· 

71.7% 

61.9% 

119% 

276% 

Our student population by is 51 % male and 47% female. 
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Media and Outreach Updates 

September 21, 2020 _.DAVIDSON 
r•9ACADEMY 

Media Updates/ Notable Website Mentions 

• Teens' company provides autism help

September 14, 2020 - Reno News & Review (features Priyanka Senthil, Davidson Academy student)
https://reno.newsreview.com/2020/09/14/teens-company-provides-autism-help/

• McDermott Scholars Program Marks 20th Anniversary with Newest Class

August 14, 2020 - University of Texas at Dallas (features Tyler Burkhardt, Davidson Academy

student)

https://www.utdallas.edu/news/students-teaching/mcdermott-scholars-2020/

• Best Public High School in Every State

August 6, 2020 - USA Today (Davidson Academy ranked first for Nevada)

https://247wallst.com/special-report/2020/08/06/best-public-high-school-in-every-state-4/7 /

• Blackboard Announces Winners of 2020 Catalyst Awards

June 29, 2020 - Yahoo News (recognized Davidson Academy Online)
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/blackboard-announces-winners-2020-catalyst-152900352.html

• Ellie Huh Wins Summer Scholarship at Cornell University

June 3, 2020- Telluride Association (recognized Davidson Academy student)

https://bit.ly/33ytSdl

• Eighteen Indian-American high school students among 2020 Presidential Scholars

May 27, 2020 - News India Times
https://www.newsindiatimes.com/eighteen-indian-american-high-school-students-among-2020-

presidentia 1-scho la rs/

·• Recent Davidson Academy graduate Jason Liu was named a 2020 Davidson Fellow: 

https://www.davidsonqifted.org/fellows-scholarship/2020-fellows/iason-liu Jason also was one of 
the Top 40 Regeneron Science Talent Search 2020 finalists. 

Page 1 of 3 







AHCVT 
HOLTHOUSE I CARLIN I VAN TRIGT LLP 

PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL 

September 14, 2020 

Mr. Mark Herron 
The Davidson Academy of Nevada 
9665 Gateway Drive, Suite B 
Reno, Nevada 89521 

To the Governing Board of The Davidson Academy of Nevada: 

Camarillo, CA 

Encino, CA 

Glendale, CA 

Irvine, CA 

Long Beach, CA 

Los Angeles, CA 

Pasadena, CA 

Walnut Creek, CA 

West Los Angeles, CA 

Westlake Village, CA 

Fort Worth, TX 

Park City, UT 

Phoenix, AZ 

We have audited the financial statements of The Davidson Academy of Nevada (the School) for the year 
ended June 30, 2020, and have issued our report dated September 14, 2020. Professional standards 
require that we provide you with information about our responsibilities under generally accepted auditing 
standards and Government Auditing Standards, as well as certain information related to the planned 
scope and timing of our audit. We have communicated such information in our letter dated April 27, 2020. 
Professional standards also require that we communicate to you the following information related to our 
audit. 

SIGNIFICANT AUDIT FINDINGS 

Qualitative Aspects of Accounting Practices 

Management is responsible for the selection and use of appropriate accounting policies. The significant 
accounting policies used by the School are described in Note 1 to the financial statements. No new 
accounting policies were adopted and the application of existing policies was not changed during 2020. 
We noted no transactions entered into by the School during the year for which there is a lack of 
authoritative guidance or consensus. There are no significant transactions that have been recognized in 
the financial statements in a different period than when the transaction occurred. 

Accounting estimates are an integral part of the financial statements prepared by management and are 
based on management's knowledge and experience about past and current events and assumptions 
about future events. Certain accounting estimates are particularly sensitive because of their significance 
to the financial statements and because of the possibility that future events affecting them may differ 
significantly from those expected. The most sensitive estimate affecting the financial statements was: 

• Management's estimate of the prepaid rent contributed for the use and occupancy of the
School's facilities, which was determined based on the final construction costs of the leasehold
improvements of the Jot Travis Building plus the stated amount of the annual lease payments in
the Academy's lease agreement.

We evaluated the key factors and assumptions used to develop the aforementioned estimates in 
determining they are reasonable in relation to the financial statements take as a whole. 

The disclosures in the financial statements are neutral, consistent, and clear. 

11444 W. Olympic Blvd. I 11th Floor I Los Angeles I California I 90064 I T / 310.566.1900 I F / 310.566.1901 I www.hcvt.com 









THE DAVIDSON 

ACADEMY 
OF NEVADA 

Serving Profoundly Gifted Students 

September 14, 2020 

Holthouse Carlin & Van Trigt LLP 
11444 W. Olympic Boulevard, 11th Floor 
Los Angeles, California 90064

P.O. Box 9 I 19 
Reno, Nevada 89507 

phone (775) 682-5800 
fax (775) 682-580 I 

This representation letter is provided in connection with your audit of the financial statements of the 
governmental activities and each major fund of The Davidson Academy of Nevada (the School), a division of 
the Davidson Institute for Talent Development, a Nevada non-profit organization, as of and for the year ended 
June 30, 2020, for the purpose of expressing an opinion as to whether the financial statements are presented 
fairly, in all material respects, in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States 
(U.S. GMP}. 

Certain representations in this letter are described as being limited to matters that are material. Items are 
considered material, regardless of size, if they involve an omission or misstatement of accounting information 
that, in light of surrounding circumstances, makes it probable that the judgment of a reasonable person relying 
on the information would be changed or influenced by the omission or misstatement. An omission or 
misstatement that is monetarily small in amount could be considered material as a result of qualitative factors. 

We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, as of the date of this letter, the following representations 
made to you during your audit. 

Financial Statements 

1. We have fulfilled our responsibilities, as set out in the terms of the audit engagement letter dated April
27, 2020, including our responsibility for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial
statements in accordance with U.S. GMP.

2. The financial statements referred to above are fairly presented in conformity with U.S. GMP.

3. We acknowledge our responsibility for the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control
relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of financial statements that are free from material
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

4. We acknowledge our responsibility for the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control
to prevent and detect fraud .

. .. .... . . . ... .. .. . . J>..� _$Jgoifjcant assumptions we. used_ in making. accounting .estimates, including those .measur.13.� c3_t f.t:1.iT 
value, are reasonable. 

6. Related party relationships and transactions have been appropriately accounted for and disclosed in
accordance with the requirements of U.S. GMP.

7. All events subsequent to the date of the financial statements and for which U.S. GAAP requires
adjustment or disclosure have been adjusted or disclosed.

8. The effects of all known actual or possible litigation, claims, and assessments have been accounted
for and disclosed in accordance with U.S. GAAP.

www.DavidsonAcademy.UNR.edu 








	TAB 1
	TAB 2
	TAB 3
	TAB 4
	TAB 5
	TAB 6
	TAB 7
	TAB 8
	TAB 9
	TAB 10
	TAB 11

