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NOTICE OF MEETING

The regular meeting of the Governing Board of the Davidson Academy will be held starting at 2 p.m. on 
Wednesday, September 29, 2021.

This public meeting will be held via videoconference and there will be no physical location for the meeting. 
Members of the public wishing to hear and observe the meeting may do so using the following link: 
https://davidsongifted.zoom.us/j/87409153528

Public comment for this meeting will be received via email, videoconference participation, and telephone. 
Those wishing to provide public comment via email may email their public comments to boardcomments@
davidsonacademy.unr.edu. All public comments received via email before and during the meeting will be 
forwarded to the Governing Board of the Davidson Academy for their consideration and will be included 
in the public record as minutes but will not be read aloud during the meeting. Those wishing to provide 
live public comment via videoconference may do so using the following link: https://davidsongifted.zoom.
us/j/87409153528. Those wishing to provide live public comment via telephone may dial (253) 215-8782 
and use participant code 874 0915 3528.

AGENDA

2 p.m.

A.	 ROLL CALL*

B.	 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS*

C.	 PUBLIC COMMENTS* 
The public may comment on any subject that is not on the agenda that is pertinent to the Davidson 
Academy. Each speaker will be limited to three minutes. Public comment relating to an agenda item will 
be taken during discussion of that item. Comment will be limited to three minutes, but speaking time may 
be reduced at the discretion of the chair of the meeting, if there are a large number of speakers on a given 
subject.  No comments will be restricted based upon viewpoint.

D.	 APPROVAL OF AGENDA (for possible action) 
The public is notified that the Governing Board may take items on the agenda out of order; combine two or 
more agenda items for consideration; remove an item from the agenda; or delay discussion relating to an 
item on the agenda 

E.	 APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Meeting of August 17, 2021 (for possible action)	 | TAB 1 |

F.	 REPORTS*

1.	 ACADEMY DIRECTOR*
a.	 General Program Updates			   | TAB 2 || TAB 3 || TAB 4 || TAB 5 |

2.	 DIRECTOR OF ONLINE LEARNING*
a.	 General Program Updates			   | TAB 6 |

3.	 MEDIA AND OUTREACH*				    | TAB 7 |		   

https://davidsongifted.zoom.us/j/87409153528
https://davidsongifted.zoom.us/j/87409153528
https://davidsongifted.zoom.us/j/87409153528
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G.	 GENERAL BUSINESS

1.	 VICE PRESIDENT AND CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER	 | TAB 8 || TAB 9 || TAB 10 |
a.	 Presentation of independent auditor’s report for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2021 

(for possible action)

H.	 PUBLIC COMMENTS* 
The public may comment on any subject that is not on the agenda that is pertinent to the Davidson 
Academy. Each speaker will be limited to three minutes. Public comment relating to an agenda item will 
be taken during discussion of that item. Comment will be limited to three minutes, but speaking time may 
be reduced at the discretion of the chair of the meeting, if there are a large number of speakers on a given 
subject. No comments will be restricted based upon viewpoint.

I.	 ADJOURNMENT (for possible action) 
Meeting Dates for 2021

•	 Monday, November 8, 2021

CERTIFICATE OF POSTING OF THIS AGENDA
I hereby certify that In accordance with NRS 241.020, on or before Friday, September 24, 2021, at 9:00 a.m., a copy of 
this agenda was delivered to the post office used by the Davidson Academy addressed to each person who has re-
quested to receive copies of Davidson Academy Governing Board meeting agendas; a copy of this agenda was emailed 
to each person who agreed to receive copies of Davidson Academy Governing Board meeting agendas by electronic 
mail; and a copy has been posted online at Notice.NV.gov and at the Academy’s website (http://www.DavidsonAcad-
emy.UNR.edu/). A physical copy was posted at the Davidson Academy, Reno NV, per Section 2 of AB 253. 

/s/  Aimee Fredericks 
Governing Board Clerk 
Email:  afredericks@davidsonacademy.unr.edu 
Phone: 775-682-5800

 
 

Governing Board: Bob Davidson, Roger Davidson, Hon. Brian Krolicki, Mark Herron, Lauralyn Lovell McCarthy Sandoval, Richard 
Trachok, and Annette Whittemore; Ex-Officio: Dr. Kristen McNeill, Jhone Ebert, and Hon. Brian Sandoval

Note: The Governing Board may take items on the agenda out of order; combine two or more agenda items for consideration; remove an item 
from the agenda; or delay discussion relating to an item on the agenda.

Those items followed by an asterisk (*) are items on the agenda upon which the Governing Board will take no action. 

Members of the public who are disabled and require special accommodations or assistance at the meeting are requested to call Colleen Harsin at 
775-682-5800 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting. 

Copies of the packets containing support material for this agenda are available at no charge on the Davidson Academy website at http://
DavidsonAcademy.UNR.edu. Copies may also be obtained by sending a request via email to charsin@davidsonacademy.unr.edu or by contacting 
Aimee Fredericks by mail at Davidson Academy, 9665 Gateway Drive, Ste. B, Reno, NV 89521, or by telephone at 775-682-5800. 

 
 
Meeting agendas and minutes are available on the Academy’s website (http://www.DavidsonAcademy.UNR.edu/).

http://www.DavidsonAcademy.UNR.edu/
http://www.DavidsonAcademy.UNR.edu/
http://DavidsonAcademy.UNR.edu
http://DavidsonAcademy.UNR.edu
mailto:charsin@davidsonacademy.unr.edu
http://www.DavidsonAcademy.UNR.edu/
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Minutes of the Meeting
The Davidson Academy Governing Board

August 17, 2021

CALL TO ORDER

The special meeting of the Governing Board of the Davidson Academy was called to order at 2:03 p.m. This 
public meeting was held by videoconference. Members of the public were invited to provide comments by 
telephone, through the videoconference, or by email.

A. ROLL CALL

Roll call was completed by the chair of the meeting, Mark Herron. In attendance were Roger Davidson, 
Lauralyn McCarthy-Sandoval, Brian Krolicki, and Brian Sandoval. Also present, Academy Director, Colleen 
Harsin; Director of Online Learning, Dr. Stacy Hawthorne; Legal Counsel, Ann Alexander; and Clerk of the 
Board, Holly Lorge’. Not present were Bob Davidson, Kristen McNeill, Jhone Ebert, Annette Whittemore 
and Richard Trachok. Following completion of roll call, a quorum was confirmed.

B. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION

Mark Herron welcomed board members and members of the public in attendance.

C. PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Herron provided instructions concerning public comment as stated under item C of the meeting 
agenda.

Mr. Herron stated that the meeting is being held without a physical location, but in compliance with 
Nevada legislation, was available for visual participation and audio call-in for public comments. He 
referenced the public comment details provided in the agenda and confirmed that public comments, if 
made, would be received by email or by telephone. No comments were received.

D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Mr. Herron requested a motion for approval of the agenda. Motion was made and seconded for approval of 
the meeting agenda. Motion carried unanimously.

E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mark Herron requested approval of the minutes for the meeting of May 24, 2021, on page 4 of the board 
book. Motion was made and seconded for approval of the minutes as submitted. There was no discussion 
and the motion carried unanimously.

F. REPORTS

1. Vice President and Chief Financial Officer 
a. Report on plan to operate the Davidson Academy Online as an independent (private school)

Mr. Herron began his report by sharing how the Davidson Academy Online (DAO) program began in 2015 
as a limited version of what is in place now. This was started as a trial for school years of 2015-2016 and 
2016-2017. In 2017 the Davidson Academy Online program was added to the Davidson Academy Reno 
public school as a full-time parallel distance learning program offering academic credit under common 
accreditation.
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Mr. Herron continued by stating that in consultation with the Nevada Department of Education it was 
determined that Nevada students in the online program would receive per pupil state funding support and 
would not pay tuition for DAO. Those students outside of Nevada would pay tuition, although noting that 
the Davidson Institute offered financial assistance where necessary.

Mr. Herron shared that offering the DAO program has had advantages, and challenges. Operating as a 
Nevada public school across state lines was groundbreaking, and the Institute has been appreciative of 
support from Nevada Department of Education. Factors such as compulsory attendance requirements, seat 
time and calendar restrictions, and other public education laws in different states has made it cumbersome 
for families outside of Nevada to enroll in an out-of-state online public school program as currently 
structured and remain in compliance with local laws.

Mr. Herron commented that there is now opportunity for growth in the U.S., Canada and ultimately, 
internationally, for working with profoundly gifted students in a full-time online learning environment. 
After careful consideration and planning the goal is to convert the current online program to a private, 
independent school, beginning with the 2022-2023 school year. This would be a program of the Davidson 
Institute separate from the Davidson Academy Reno campus. Mr. Herron noted that the Davidson Academy 
Reno campus is organized as an unincorporated division of the Davidson Academy Institute which is a 
501(c)(3) public charity.

Mr. Herron added that the timing of this is particularly relevant as the operations and application for 
2022-2023 will open in September, and there is a need to accurately describe the nature of the DAO to 
prospective students and their families.

Mr. Herron noted that the state of Oregon has the most conducive laws and regulations for an independent 
school. The plan is to create a special purpose entity in Oregon as part of the Davidson Institute while 
operating DAO and offering a range of classes, programs and services leading to high school diploma as it 
does currently. However, as an independent (private) school, DAO would not be required to offer certain 
programs and services that public schools are mandated to provide.

Mr. Herron commented that this report brought before the Board today is as an information item, not an 
action item. Mr. Herron reminded the Board that upon reviewing Board Minutes of 2015, the Board did 
not take action to start the DAO program, and Board action is not necessary to remove the program from 
under the Davidson Academy public school. Mr. Herron continued that the audit for the fiscal year just 
concluded in June and the audit report will be presented in September. Mr. Herron expects the auditors to 
add a footnote to that audit report addressing what was just described.

Mr. Krolicki asked Mr. Herron about budget implications to Davidson Academy Reno itself with this 
upcoming separation. Mr. Herron replied that DAO accounts for 40% of the budget as combined between 
Reno campus/Online program. At the current state, the separation will be financially beneficial to Reno 
campus.

Mr. Krolicki also asked about aspects of this separation from a human resource perspective. Mr. Herron 
pointed out there is a clear dividing line between resources receiving state support for Reno campus, being 
careful how to allocate costs. The downside is there won’t be opportunity for sharing staffing resources as 
in the past. Mr. Herron stated that they will be reaching out to Jhone Ebert’s office for further guidance on 
moving forward.

Ms. Sandoval asked about any potential effects on the ‘brick and mortar’ students. Dr. Hawthorne answered 
that she and Ms. Harsin have discussed this, with the analogy of this being an amicable separation, and 
both wanting to provide opportunities when appropriate, without crossing any boundaries, reassuring the 
main goal of no negative impact for students.

Mr. Sandoval asked about how this change will affect Nevadans who are attending online. Mr. Herron 
stated that there is no current plan to charge Nevada students tuition.
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G. GENERAL BUSINESS

Mr. Herron asked the Board to consider moving the day or time of the next two board meeting dates 
of September 20 and November 8, as this was a suggestion from Board members who have conflicting 
schedules. An email will be sent out on the subject of possible day or time change regarding next two 
Board meetings.

H. PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Herron reminded everyone of the process for public comment. No comments were received.

I. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the board in public meeting, Mr. Herron asked for a 
motion to adjourn. Motion was made, seconded and carried unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 2:25 
p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Holly Lorge’, Clerk of the Board
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Academy Director
The Davidson Academy Governing Board Updates

September 29, 2021
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P.O. Box 9119 • Reno, Nevada 89507 
(775) 682-5800 • www.DavidsonAcademy.unr.edu 

 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: AMELIA THIBAULT, EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO THE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC 
INSTRUCTION 
STATE OF NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION  

FROM:  COLLEEN M. HARSIN, DIRECTOR 

SUBJECT:  PATH FORWARD PROGRAM OF DISTANCE EDUCATION 

DATE:  7/14/2021 

CC:  JESSICA TODTMAN, CHIEF STRATEGY OFFICER 

The Path Forward Program of Distance Education adopted by the Davidson Academy for the 2021-2022 
school year was developed to address the needs of all Academy students in the context of the 
requirements certified via the 2021-22 District Certification for Path Froward Distance Education 
provided to the Nevada State Department of Education, July 14, 2021.  

The Davidson Academy Online campus will continue to provide high-quality full-time distance education 
to the students enrolled with that campus. Online campus students are in daily, synchronous, live 
sessions with their teachers throughout the school year. 

New and returning Reno campus students were offered the opportunity to transfer to the Online 
campus for the 2021-2022 school year if they indicated a preference for accessing a full-time distance 
education option. They were invited to complete surveys expressing their views on returning to in-
person learning (with the understanding that COVID-10 mitigation requirements and guidelines set by 
the CDC and the State of Nevada will be in place). They were also provided the option to be contacted 
directly to discuss their questions and/or concerns prior to making a decision about whether or not to 
transfer to the Online campus by July 1, 2021.  

The Davidson Academy Reno campus is consistently reviewing key information from the Centers for 
Disease Control Prevention (CDC) and the Washoe County Health District COVID-19 Dashboard to inform 
planning and mitigation strategies, including re-instating hybrid learning options. There is a 1:1 ratio of 
laptops to students at the Reno campus, and the Davidson Academy ensures that each student has 
access to the necessary technology to effectively engage in a hybrid learning environment in the event 
that COVID-19 mitigation strategies require it. 

Please contact me directly for further details as needed, charsin@davidsonacademy.unr.edu of 775-682-
5803. 
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Davidson Academy Online Director
The Davidson Academy Governing Board Updates

September 29, 2021
 

2021-22 Enrollment
The map below shows where our students and staff live. Students are represented by rosewood stars 
while staff are represented by gray.

Here is a glimpse of our growth and enrollment by grade level. 

Year Count YoY 
Growth

Growth 
from Y1

2017 21

2018 34 61.90% 61.90%

2019 46 35.29% 119.05%

2020 79 71.74% 276.19%

2021 96 21.52% 357.14%

Grade Count Percent

SC 8 8.33%

6 3 3.13%

7 15 15.63%

8 20 20.83%

9 22 22.92%

10 13 13.54%

11 10 10.42%

12 5 5.21%
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Online Courses
We now have 74 unique courses available for online students. Core classes, including World Language, 
have three hours of synchronous, live sessions each week. Electives have live sessions of up to two hours 
on Fridays.

All online courses (other than our advanced math series) have received A-G approval from the University 
of California system. 

2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022

English

Critical Reading and Writing 1 1 1 2 2

Composition and Analysis 1 1 1 2 3

Introduction to Research & 
Communications 1

Rhetoric and Literary Analysis 1 1 1 3 2

American Literature 1 1 1 1

British Literature 1 1 1

Advanced Rhetoric 1 1

Total courses 3 4 5 6 7

% Growth Year 1 33.33% 66.67% 100.00% 133.33%

Total sections 3 4 5 10 11

% Growth Year 1 33.33% 66.67% 233.33% 266.67%

2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022

History

Early Civilizations 1 1 1 2 2

Modern History 1 1 1 2 3

Cyber Society 1 0

History of the US 1 1 1 2 2

American Government 1 1 1 1

Asian Studies 1 1 1

Imperialism & Post-Colonialism 1

Total courses 3 4 5 6 7

% Growth Year 1 33.33% 66.67% 100.00% 133.33%

Total sections 3 4 5 9 9

% Growth Year 1 33.33% 66.67% 200.00% 200.00%
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2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022

Math

Algebra 1 1 1 1 1

Geometry 1 1 1 2 2

Algebra II 1 2 1 2 2

Algebra II/Pre-Calculus 1 1

Pre-Calculus 1 1 2 1 1

Calculus 1 1 2 1 1

Calculus II 1 1 1 1

Calculus I/II 1 1

Calculus III 0.5 1 2

Linear Algebra 0.5

Introduction to Proofs 0.5

Special Topics in Math 1

Statistics 1

Total courses 5 6 7 9 13

% Growth Year 1 20.00% 40.00% 80.00% 160.00%

Total sections 5 7 8.5 11 15

% Growth Year 1 40.00% 70.00% 120.00% 200.00%

2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022

Science

Environmental Science 1 1

Middle School Biology 1 1 1

Physical Science 1 2 1 2 2

Biology 1 1 2 2 2

Chemistry 1 1 2 2

Physics 1 1 1 2

Advanced Biology 1 1

Advanced Chemistry 1 1 1

Advanced Physics 1

Total courses 4 4 6 8 7

% Growth Year 1 0.00% 50.00% 100.00% 75.00%

Total sections 4 5 7 11 11

% Growth Year 1 25.00% 75.00% 175.00% 175.00%
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2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022

World Language

Chinese I 1 1 1 1

Chinese II 1 1 1

Chinese III 0.5 0.5

Chinese IV 0.5 0.5

Chinese V 0.5

Chinese VI 0.5

Spanish Fundamentals 1 1 1 2

Intermediate Spanish 1 1 1 1

Advanced Spanish I 0.5 0.5

Advanced Spanish II 0.5 0.5

Hispanophone Literature & History 0.5

Spanish Practicum 0.5

Advanced Latin Reading: Prose 1

Total courses 0 3 4 10 11

% Growth Year 2 33.33% 233.33% 266.67%

Total year-long sections 0 3 4 7 8

% Growth Year 2 33.33% 133.33% 166.67%

Total courses 24 31 41 61 74

% Growth over Year 1 29.17% 70.83% 154.17% 208.33%

% Growth Year over Year 29.17% 32.26% 48.78% 21.31%

Total sections all courses 19.5 29 37.5 61.5 70.5

% Growth over Year 1 48.72% 92.31% 215.38% 261.54%

% Growth Year over Year 48.72% 29.31% 64.00% 14.63%
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Media and Outreach
The Davidson Academy Governing Board Updates

September 29, 2021
 

Media Updates/ Notable Website Mentions

A.	Reno academy tops list of nation’s best public high schools 
https://www.kolotv.com/2021/09/21/reno-academy-tops-list-nations-best-public-high-
schools/  
 
September 20, 2021 – KOLO 8 News (Feature on the Davidson Academy, including interviews 
with Reno campus director Colleen Harsin and online campus instructor James Bondarchuk. Also 
recognizes Davidson Academy’s ranking as the top public school in the U.S. by Niche.com)

B.	Niche.com Davidson Academy Rankings 
https://www.niche.com/k12/the-davidson-academy-reno-nv/rankings/  
 
September 2021 – Niche (Numerous accolades recognizing the Davidson Academy, including):

1.	 Best Public High Schools in America (#1 of 19,984)

2.	 Best Public Middle Schools in America (#1 of 25,343)

3.	 Best Online High Schools in America (#2 of 424)

4.	 Best Public High School Teachers in America (#2 of 19,722)

5.	 Best Public Middle School Teachers in America (#1 of 24,806)

6.	 Best Magnet High Schools in America (#1 of 884)

C.	 New Jersey teen wins top math contest 
https://www.raytheonintelligenceandspace.com/news/feature/new-jersey-teen-wins-top-math-
contest 
 
August 24, 2021 – Raytheon Intelligence & Space (Feature on Davidson Academy Online Campus 
graduate Marvin Mao for winning MATHCOUNTS competition. Mentions him taking calculus at 
the school) 

D.	Amazing Kids: Mathcounts Winner Marvin Mao 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=304MMw2iNZQ 
 
July 12, 2021 – ABC’s LIVE with Kelly and Ryan (Marvin Mao was interviewed and quizzed on 
LIVE with Kelly and Ryan.  Marvin was named a MATHCOUNTS national champion earlier this 
year)

E.	 Blackboard Announces Winners of 2021 Catalyst Awards 
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/blackboard-announces-winners-of-2021-catalyst-
awards-301318851.html  
 
June 23, 2021 – Blackboard (Davidson Academy Online team recognized as a 2021 Blackboard 
Catalyst Awards winner in the Training & Professional Development category) 

F.	 Davidson Academy Reno campus student Samantha Glover was featured in a number of news 
stories for her bill to abolish “Period Poverty” by requiring free menstrual products at public high 
schools and middle schools in Nevada. 

1.	 Period Poverty from essay to law 
June 8, 2021– KOLO 8 News 
https://www.kolotv.com/2021/06/09/period-poverty-essay-law/  

https://www.kolotv.com/2021/09/21/reno-academy-tops-list-nations-best-public-high-schools/
https://www.kolotv.com/2021/09/21/reno-academy-tops-list-nations-best-public-high-schools/
https://www.niche.com/k12/the-davidson-academy-reno-nv/rankings/
https://www.raytheonintelligenceandspace.com/news/feature/new-jersey-teen-wins-top-math-contest
https://www.raytheonintelligenceandspace.com/news/feature/new-jersey-teen-wins-top-math-contest
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=304MMw2iNZQ
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/blackboard-announces-winners-of-2021-catalyst-awards-301318851.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/blackboard-announces-winners-of-2021-catalyst-awards-301318851.html
https://www.kolotv.com/2021/06/09/period-poverty-essay-law/
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2.	 Reno teen behind bill for free feminine products in public schools 
June 1, 2021– KTVU Las Vegas 
https://www.fox5vegas.com/election_hq/reno-teen-behind-bill-for-free-feminine-prod-
ucts-in-public-schools/article_49bd8592-c362-11eb-82d8-772e36ae3537.html 

G.	10 Nevada High School Students Named “National Cyber Scholars” After Winning Nationwide 
Competition 
https://doe.nv.gov/News__Media/Press_Releases/2021/10_Nevada_High_School_Students_
Named_%E2%80%9CNational_Cyber_Scholars%E2%80%9D_After_Winning_Nationwide_
Competition(1)/  
 
May 27, 2021 – Nevada Department of Education (Davidson Academy Reno campus student Claire 
Burkhardt was named a “National Cyber Scholar” after winning a nationwide competition! Claire 
is one of only 10 students in Nevada to be recognized)

New Davidson Academy Website
A new Davidson Academy website (https://www.davidsonacademy.unr.edu/) was launched in July 2021, 
with a goal to provide visitors with a clear and updated look at our Reno campus and Online campus. The 
website provides updated information on admissions, eligibility, student life, news and more. 

A new blog was also launched on the website, and includes the following posts: 

A.	What does Profoundly Gifted Mean?

B.	 10 Characteristics of Profoundly Gifted Students

C.	 Choosing the Right School for Your Gifted Child

D.	Ability Grouping for Gifted Students

E.	 Underachievement in Gifted Students 

With the Davidson Academy’s Online campus shifting to independent in 2021, a new corresponding web-
site will launch in late 2021. 

Website Metrics 
(May 13, 2021 – Sept. 20, 2021)

Key Takeaways

A.	Davidson Academy Online Campus application was opened in July 2020 as a one-time offer due to 
the pandemic. This led to a huge spike in traffic. With this month excluded, overall traffic is up 
28% year-over-year. 

B.	Traffic coming from search engines (i.e. Google) is up 3%. 

C.	 Improvements over the previous period in number of sessions per user (up 1.26%), pages/session 
(up 6%), Avg. Session Duration (up 7%) 

https://www.fox5vegas.com/election_hq/reno-teen-behind-bill-for-free-feminine-products-in-public-schools/article_49bd8592-c362-11eb-82d8-772e36ae3537.html
https://www.fox5vegas.com/election_hq/reno-teen-behind-bill-for-free-feminine-products-in-public-schools/article_49bd8592-c362-11eb-82d8-772e36ae3537.html
https://doe.nv.gov/News__Media/Press_Releases/2021/10_Nevada_High_School_Students_Named_%E2%80%9CNational_Cyber_Scholars%E2%80%9D_After_Winning_Nationwide_Competition(1)/
https://doe.nv.gov/News__Media/Press_Releases/2021/10_Nevada_High_School_Students_Named_%E2%80%9CNational_Cyber_Scholars%E2%80%9D_After_Winning_Nationwide_Competition(1)/
https://doe.nv.gov/News__Media/Press_Releases/2021/10_Nevada_High_School_Students_Named_%E2%80%9CNational_Cyber_Scholars%E2%80%9D_After_Winning_Nationwide_Competition(1)/
https://www.davidsonacademy.unr.edu/
https://www.davidsonacademy.unr.edu/blog/what-does-profoundly-gifted-mean/
https://www.davidsonacademy.unr.edu/blog/ten-characteristics-of-profoundly-gifted-students/
https://www.davidsonacademy.unr.edu/blog/choosing-the-right-school-for-your-gifted-child/
https://www.davidsonacademy.unr.edu/blog/ability-grouping-for-gifted-students/
https://www.davidsonacademy.unr.edu/blog/underachievement-in-gifted-students/
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Organic search: search engines such as Google 
Direct: directly visiting our website  
Referral: Arriving on our website via a link from another website, such as NAGC or a news article 
Social: Social Media such as Facebook and Twitter

Ongoing Outreach 

A.	Blackboard’s BbWorld21

•	 “Teaching Online in the Before Times: Combating the Myth of Online Inferiority” presenta-
tion on July 22

B.	Digital Learning Annual Conference (DLAC)

•	 Dr. Stacy Hawthorne, Dr. Jessica Potts, & Tracy Sangster from Davidson Academy online 
campus presentation at 2021 DLAC Program June 14-16

C.	 Digital Learning Collaborative Webinar

•	 Dr. Jessica Potts a panelist on the webinar, “Build Your Schools’ Resilience as a Pathway to 
Innovation and Equity” September 23
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Davidson Academy eNewsletter
distributed every other month to 6,000 recipients

•	 September 2021 (to go out following application launch)

•	 June 2021

eNews-Update
Often prominently features the Davidson Academy; distributed every other month to more than 15,000 
recipients

•	 August 2021

•	 June 2021

 
Social Media

•	 Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/thedavidsonacademy/

•	 Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/TheDavidsonAcademy/

•	 Twitter - https://twitter.com/TheDavidsonAcad

•	 YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/user/DavidsonAcademyNV 

https://mailchi.mp/5f950a7179da/june-2021-davidson-academy-enewsletter
https://mailchi.mp/6cd2497813b9/davidson-institute-enews-update-august-2021?e=6389455607
https://mailchi.mp/d5388b8112bd/davidson-institute-enews-update-june-2021
https://www.instagram.com/thedavidsonacademy/
https://www.facebook.com/TheDavidsonAcademy/
https://twitter.com/TheDavidsonAcad
https://www.youtube.com/user/DavidsonAcademyNV
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Vice President and Chief Financial Officer
The Davidson Academy Governing Board Updates

September 29, 2021
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September 22, 2021 

Holthouse Carlin & Van Trigt LLP 

11444 W. Olympic Boulevard, 11th Floor 

Los Angeles, California 90064 

 

This representation letter is provided in connection with your audit of the financial statements of the 
governmental activities and each major fund of The Davidson Academy of Nevada (the School), a division 
of the Davidson Institute for Talent Development, a Nevada non-profit organization, as of and for the year 
ended June 30, 2021, for the purpose of expressing an opinion as to whether the financial statements 
are presented fairly, in all material respects, in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted 
in the United States (U.S. GAAP). 

Certain representations in this letter are described as being limited to matters that are material. Items are 
considered material, regardless of size, if they involve an omission or misstatement of accounting 
information that, in light of surrounding circumstances, makes it probable that the judgment of a 
reasonable person relying on the information would be changed or influenced by the omission or 
misstatement. An omission or misstatement that is monetarily small in amount could be considered 
material as a result of qualitative factors. 

We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, as of the date of this letter, the following 
representations made to you during your audit. 

Financial Statements 

1. We have fulfilled our responsibilities, as set out in the terms of the audit engagement letter dated 
April 14, 2021, including our responsibility for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial 
statements in accordance with U.S. GAAP.

2. The financial statements referred to above are fairly presented in conformity with U.S. GAAP. 

3. We acknowledge our responsibility for the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal 
control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of financial statements that are free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

4. We acknowledge our responsibility for the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal 
control to prevent and detect fraud. 

5. Significant assumptions we used in making accounting estimates, including those measured at 
fair value, are reasonable.

6. Related party relationships and transactions have been appropriately accounted for and disclosed 
in accordance with the requirements of U.S. GAAP. 
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7. All events subsequent to the date of the financial statements and for which U.S. GAAP requires 
adjustment or disclosure have been adjusted or disclosed.

8. The effects of all known actual or possible litigation, claims, and assessments have been 
accounted for and disclosed in accordance with U.S. GAAP.

9. Material concentrations have been appropriately disclosed in accordance with U.S. GAAP.

10. Guarantees, whether written or oral, under which the School is contingently liable, have been 
properly recorded or disclosed in accordance with U.S. GAAP. 

Information Provided

11. We have provided you with: 

a. Access to all information, of which we are aware, that is relevant to the preparation and 
fair presentation of the financial statements, such as records, documentation, and other 
matters. 

b. Additional information that you have requested from us for the purpose of the audit. 

c. Unrestricted access to persons within the entity from whom you determined it necessary 
to obtain audit evidence. 

d. Minutes of the meetings of the governing board or summaries of actions of recent minutes 
for which minutes have not yet been prepared. 

12. All material transactions have been recorded in the accounting records and are reflected in the 
financial statements. 

13. We have disclosed to you the factors that we believe mitigate the risk that the financial statements 
may be materially misstated as a result of fraud. 

14. We have no knowledge of any fraud or suspected fraud that affects the School and involves: 

a. Management,

b. Employees who have significant roles in internal control, or

c. Others where the fraud could have a material effect on the financial statements. 

15. We have no knowledge of any allegations of fraud or suspected fraud affecting the School’s 
financial statements communicated by employees, former employees, grantors, regulators, or 
others. 

16. We have no knowledge of any instances of noncompliance or suspected noncompliance with 
laws and regulations whose effects should be considered when preparing financial statements. 

17. We have disclosed to you all known actual or possible litigation, claims, and assessment whose 
effects should be considered when preparing the financial statements. 
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18. We have disclosed to you the identity of the School’s related parties and all the related party 
relationships and transactions of which we are aware.

19. The School has satisfactory title to all owned assets, and there are no liens or encumbrances on 
such assets nor has any asset been pledged as collateral.

20. We are responsible for compliance with laws, regulations, and provisions of contracts and grant 
agreements applicable to us.

21. As part of your audit, you prepared the draft financial statements and related notes. We have 
designated an individual with suitable skill, knowledge, or experience to oversee your services 
and have made all management decisions and performed all management functions. We have 
reviewed, approved, and accepted responsibility for those financial statements and related notes. 

22. We have complied with all restrictions on resources (including donor restrictions) and all aspects 
of contractual and grant agreements that would have a material effect on the financial statements 
in the event of noncompliance. This includes complying with donor requirements to maintain a 
specific asset composition necessary to satisfy their restrictions. 

23. The financial statements properly classify all funds and activities. 

24. There were no employees terminated within 45 days subsequent to year-end, and therefore the 
full amount of the compensated absences liability has been appropriately disclosed as long term. 

25. The School collects and holds funds on behalf of student organizations, which are accounted for 
in the student activities fund. 

26. Interfund, internal, and intra-entity activity and balances have been appropriately classified and 
reported. 

27. Revenues are appropriately classified in the statement of activities within program revenues, 
general revenues, contributions to term or permanent endowments, or contributions to permanent 
fund principal. 

28. Expenses have been appropriately classified in or allocated to functions and programs in the 
statement of activities, and allocations have been made on a reasonable basis. 

29. All funds that meet the quantitative criteria in GASB Statement Nos. 34 and 37 for presentation 
as major are identified and presented as such and all other funds that are presented as major are 
particularly important to the financial statement users. 

30. We are responsible for compliance with the laws, regulations, and provisions of contracts and 
grant agreements applicable to us; and, to the best of our knowledge, we have disclosed to you 
all laws, regulations and provisions of contracts and grant agreements that we have identified 
may have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts or other 
financial data significant to the audit objectives. 

31. The Davidson Academy of Nevada is a division of the Davidson Institute for Talent Development 
(the Institute).  The Institute is an exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code. Any activities of which we are aware that would jeopardize the Institute’s tax-
exempt status, and all activities subject to tax on unrelated business income or excise or other 
tax, have been disclosed to you. All required filings with tax authorities of the Institute are up-to-
date. 
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32. We acknowledge our responsibility for presenting the Budgetary Comparison Schedule – 
Governmental Fund (Budgetary Comparison), as required supplementary information, in 
accordance with GASB Statement No. 34, and we believe the Budgetary Comparison, including 
its form and content, is fairly presented in accordance with GASB Statement No. 34. The methods 
of measurement and presentation of the Budgetary Comparison have not changed from those 
used in the prior period, and we have disclosed to you any significant assumptions or 
interpretations underlying the measurement and presentation of the supplementary information.

33. The Budgetary Comparison, included as required supplemental information, reflects the final 
budget for the year ended June 30, 2021, as approved by the governing board on May 26, 2020.

34. Reimbursements paid to the Davidson Group for payroll costs are reasonably stated and 
represent time spent by employees on School programs or other functions.  

35. We have properly identified and allocated all online school costs between the School and the 
Institute for the year ended June 30, 2021.

36. We have properly allocated payroll-related expenses between instruction and administrative and 
between the School and related parties of the School.  

37. Management represents that internal use software costs associated with the School’s web 
design, attendance software, email delivery system and student application process have been 
appropriately capitalized and expensed in accordance with GASB Statement No. 51.

38. We are responsible for evaluating whether conditions or events that are known or reasonably 
knowable indicate substantial doubt about the School’s ability to continue as a going concern.  
We performed such evaluation as of June 30, 2021 and have updated our evaluation to consider 
events occurring subsequent to year-end.  As of the date of this letter, we are not aware of any 
events or conditions that raise substantial doubt about the School’s ability to meet its obligation 
as they become due. 

39. We have represented to you that management has assessed the potential effects of the current 
condition resulting from the coronavirus outbreak on the School’s ability to continue as a going 
concern for at least one year after the date the financial statements are available to be issued. 
The School’s resumption and continuation of normal operations is subject to events beyond its 
control, including the effectiveness of governmental and local officials’ efforts and the availability 
of vaccines to halt the spread of COVID-19. Based on the School’s expected cash flows, 
management believes that sufficient working capital will be available to maintain its planned level 
of operations amid the COVID-19 pandemic. Failure by the School to successfully accomplish 
these objectives could have a material adverse effect on the School's financial position, 
operations, and cash flows.

Sincerely,

The Davidson Academy of Nevada

___________________________________  ________________________________
Mark R. Herron, President & CEO   Karin Dixson, Vice President, Finance & 
The Davidson Group     Administration, The Davidson Group
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